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of Maurice Wilson, who made a short-lived and ill-fated attempt
on Everest in 1934. His body was found near the foot of the
North Col by the reconnaissance party of 1935, and Ship ton
here tells his strange and pathetic story.

ERIC SHIPTON

About three hundred yards above Camp III we found the
body of Maurice Wilson, who had attempted to climb Mount
Everest alone the previous year and about whom nothing more
had been heard. From a diary which we found on his body and
from subsequent inquiries we were able to piece together his
curious story. He was a man of about thirty-seven and had
served in France during the last war. He had developed a theory
that if a man were to go without food for three weeks he would
reach a stage of semi-consciousness on the borderland of life and
death, when his physical mind would establish direct communi-
cation* with his soul. When he emerged from this state he would
be cleansed of all bodily and spiritual ills ; he would be as a new-
born child but with the benefit of the experience of his previous
life, and with greatly increased physical and spiritual strength.
Wilson had fanatical faith in his theory. He believed moreover
that he had seen a vision in which he had received divine instruc-
tion to preach the doctrine to mankind. Somehow the word
" Everest " had featured in the vision, and he thought that it was
intended to indicate the means by which he could achieve his
purpose. Obviously if he succeeded in reaching the summit of
Mount Everest single-handed, the feat would cause no small stir,
and his theory would receive wide publicity.

He knew nothing whatever about mountaineering. At the
time, however, the Houston Everest Flight was receiving con-
siderable press publicity. Presumably this gave him the idea
that if he were to fly a plane as high as he could and crash it on
the side of the mountain he would be able to climb the rest of
the way to the summit and return on foot. So with this object in
view he learnt to fly, bought a small aeroplane and set out for
India. At Cairo he was stopped and turned back by the
authorities. But eventually he reached Purnea in India where
his machine was confiscated. He went to Darjeeling, where he
stayed for four months, training himself and making secret
preparations for his journey to Mount Everest. He got in touch
with some of the Sherpas who had been with us the year before
and they agreed to smuggle him through Sikkim and Into Tibet.